


Oyster Restoration



River Hamble
Reef Laying 2023/25

• 2 phases
• 0.5 ha  
• > 30,000 oysters



Royal Navy
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Seascape Recovery Plan





Credit: Theo Vickers

Headline:

Most of the Solent’s habitats and 

species are struggling, with many 

having suffered dramatic declines



Credit: Theo Vickers





Phase 1 – Vision and Outcomes

• 5 workshops
• 100 stakeholders
• 8 outcomes & a vision

Phase 2 – Action and Interventions

• 3 workshops
• 59 stakeholders
• Long list of actions (160)

In 50 years' time the protection and 
restoration of the seascape will have 
created a Solent that is thriving with 
marine life, healthy coastal habitats 
and clean waters where people and 
nature live in harmony. Ecosystems 
are resilient to climate change, 
sustainably managed, and connected 
across land, sea and rivers. Everyone 
benefits from and contributes to the 
seascape through education, access, 
livelihoods and stewardship The 
Solent is a place of pride and 
inspiration, recognised across the UK 
as a leading example of nature 
recovery in action. 





Next steps

• SRP working group provided comments, concerns and 
suggested changes

• Working group also highlighted “game-changer” 
actions

• Technical working group, Community Engagement 
group, Blue Marine Economics Unit

• “Missing Voices”
• Draft recovery plan – workshop in summer 2026
• Publish finalised plan – winter 2026



Biodiversity Certificates



• Trial certificate creation with Plan Vivo
• UK first
• 60% - community, 40% - continued monitoring of 

biodiversity uplift
• Baseline monitoring end of March 2026
• Multimetric monitoring including species richness, 

diversity, taxonomic dissimilarity, habitat health, 
habitat structure

• 1 certificate = 1% increase in the multimetric per year 
per hectare

• Certificates hoped to go to market during 2028





Artist Residency



56
applicants

8
shortlisted

• Pottery

• Puppetry

• Ceramics

• Corsetry

• Painting

• Textiles





Solent Community







What’s next?



www.solentseascape.com

louisem@bluemarinefoundation.com 

@solentseascape 

Louise MacCallum

THANK YOU

Credit: Shaun Roster

mailto:louisem@bluemarinefoundation.com
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