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Solent Forum Staff

• Peter Barham – Solent Forum Chair 

until March 2025

• Phil Horton - Solent Forum Chair March 

2025 to 2028

• Kate Ansell – Solent Forum Manager
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Diary Dates

• Solent Marine Sites Survey is live – deadline 4 April 2025.

• Next edition of Solent News will be published Summer 2025 deadline is 27 
June 2025. 16 page bi-annual newsletter.

• Members Survey and Horizon Scanning 2025 – please watch out for this in 
summer 2025.

• The next Solent Forum meeting will be held on 15th October 2025 in Cowes.

• Monthly enews service – please send your news/events/consultations by 
second Friday of the month (circl. 600).
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Annual Survey and Horizon Scanning
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Business Plan and Annual Report
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Core Membership Services

1. Information Hubs:

• Beneficial use of Dredgings - NEW

• Clean Solent Shores and Seas 

• Solent Nature Recovery

• Habitat Restoration

• Biodiversity and Marine Net Gain; Blue Carbon; Natural Capital; Solent 

Catchments

2. Member Services
• Solent News Service

• Solent Biosecurity Planning Resources

• Solent Plastics Pollution hub (community litter picking)

• Seascape Restoration Inventory

• Forum staff attendance and input on key work in the Solent such as Solent 

Seascape Project, LNRS’ and Hurst Spit to Lymington FCERM scheme

3. Partnership Resources
• Partnership working opportunities and Research needs webpage

• Greater Solent Project Tracker hosted (who is doing what and where)

• Funding opportunities page (grants and government schemes)
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Biosecurity Plans for the Solent

Invasive Species Week 2025 (12th – 18th May)
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Beneficial use of Dredgings
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Solent Forum Sub-Groups

1. Solent Marine Sites (SEMS) Non-licensable Activities
▪ Online survey currently live until 4th April

▪ Annual Management Group meeting in September (17th Sept 2025)

▪ Annual Management Report – published each September

▪ SF Officer has regular telecoms with other national MPA Officers

2. Natural Environment Group  

▪ Next meeting 23 April 2025

▪ Report on two projects funded for 2024/5: 
1. When is a wading bird not a wading bird?  The case of the European Starling 
(UoP);  
2. ‘Portunus’ - Exploring and recording the underwater habitats of Langstone and 
Chichester Harbours – citizen science project with a local sub aqua club

▪ NEG funding for 2025/26 projects deadline is 21 March 2025

3. BuDS Solent
Project group will meet 25 March 2025 to explore BuDS opportunities in the 
Solent and discuss national barriers to delivery. 
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External Projects

We provide members with letters of support, stakeholder engagement services and web 

hosting (including legacy hosting). Current projects supported include (lead in brackets):

• Solent Seascape Project (Blue Marine Foundation)

• Itchen Plastic Pollution Project (Evolve Consulting)

• Solent Cluster (Solent LEP)

• Three Harbours – Pagham/Chichester/Langstone (Southern Water/RSPB)

Please contact the Forum Office if you would like help/support with your coastal or marine 

project or project bid. Also see section 7.3 of the Business Plan – principles and case 

studies
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Project Scenarios in Business Plan 
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Thank You

If you would like an individual briefing/discussion then please 

contact the Solent Forum Office

Any Questions?
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