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Why Develop the Plans?

1. Prevention better than Cure

Preventing the introduction of marine invasive species is recognised as the 

most effective and least environmentally damaging management 

intervention, especially in the marine environment where eradication and 

containment are often not possible. 

2. Solent is a Hotspot

APEM Ltd were commissioned by Natural England to carry out an ‘Audit, 

review and prioritisation for marine invasive non-native species biosecurity 

planning in England’. The Solent was identified as a ‘hot spot risk area with 

limited biosecurity measures’. 

3. Impact on Site Condition

Natural England and Marine Biological Association research shows that 

marine invasive species are impacting on the condition of the Solent’s 

designated sites.
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Plan Development Process

• Developed by the Solent Forum in association with APEM Ltd, Marine 

Biological Association and Natural England

• Natural England funded

• Two series of workshops held – first set in person, second set online, 

held at locations for Eastern Harbours, Southampton Water and Isle of 

Wight

• Purpose was to raise awareness of marine invasive species in the 

Solent and to set out simple actions to help prevent further spread or 

the introduction of new marine invasive species

• Developed as an online web resource with copy/images/videos and 

links to downloadable templates
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Solent Forum Biosecurity Planning Pages
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Webpages Content

1. Solent Marine Invasive Species

2. Biosecurity Pathways

3. Biosecurity Action Plans:

o Eastern Harbours

o Southampton Water

o Isle of Wight

4. National evidence gap/research needs/information requirements

5. Legislation and policy

6. Links and Resources

7. Stakeholder Output Workshops
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Awareness Raising

• Webpage developed that show the main species of concern in the Solent 

with links to further details.

• Online copy of Marine Invasive Species ID Guide (SF has hard copies).
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Biosecurity Pathways

Stakeholder workshops identified four main pathways relevant to the Solent:

1. Recreation

2. Coastal and Marine Infrastructure

3. Commercial Vessels

4. Habitat and species restoration

http://www.solentforum.org/publications/solent_biosecurity_plans/Pathways/Recreation/index.php
http://www.solentforum.org/publications/solent_biosecurity_plans/Pathways/Waterside_Infrastructure/index.php
http://www.solentforum.org/publications/solent_biosecurity_plans/Pathways/Vessels/index.php
http://www.solentforum.org/publications%20/solent_biosecurity_plans%20/Pathways%20/Habitat_and_Species_Restoration


www.solentforum.org

Biosecurity Action Plans

1. Southampton Water

2. Eastern harbours (Portsmouth, Chichester, Langstone)

3. Isle of Wight

o National evidence gaps/resources/information requirements

1. Local generic actions (short and long term)

2. Pathway actions – recreation, commercial vessels, coastal and marine 

infrastructure and habitat restoration
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Solent Forum as Local Action Group

• Animal and Health Plant Agency (APHA) facilitate Local Action Groups.

 ‘A Local Action Group (LAG) is a group or project focused on reducing the risks 

and impacts associated with invasive non-native species in a specific area’.

• At the workshops we proposed that the Solent Forum act as the LAG for the 

Solent.

• Role of the LAG is to collate and share information on invasive species and 

follow APHA work and training on this topic.



www.solentforum.org

Media Pack
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What can you do?

1. Use this web resource to 

increase your awareness of 

marine invasive species

2. Implement relevant actions set 

out in the biosecurity action 

plans

3. Use the media pack to help 

publicise this work in your area
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Thank you
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