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Solent Forum Members Meeting  

Minutes 
 

2 October 2019, Cowes, Isle of Wight 

 
 

Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks 
 
Peter Barham, the Solent Forum Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and to the 
beautiful Northwood House that has been restored with Heritage Lottery Funding.  
 
He noted that, due to the current political situation, there is no progress to report with Defra’s 
25 Year Environment Plan, the Environment Bill or the proposed Environmental Protection 
Agency.  
 
He would update Forum members on the Highly Protected Marine Areas Review in one of the 
hot topic slots. 
  
Solent Forum Update - Karen McHugh (KM), Solent Forum 
 
Karen updated Forum members on the progress of the Solent Forum’s work. The presentation 
is available on the Forum’s website. 
 
She noted that she and Kate Ansell would be looking to work with the Solent’s catchment 
partnerships more closely to represent the Solent’s coastal and transitional waters. 
 
The Forum will be undertaking its business plan preparation until March 2020, she asked that 
members contact her with ideas and comment on the draft business plan which will be sent 
out before Christmas. 
 
Alan Deeming (Bembridge Angling Trust) commented that he found the Forum’s monthly 
enews extremely helpful and asked what was happening with comments on the SEMS Annual 
Management Report. Kate Ansell responded that she would speak to him about the latter 
individually. 
 
Mike Samuleson (RYA South) asked about the Forum’s funding position and whether it is 
sustainable. Peter Barham responded that one local authority member no longer funded due 
to budget constraints, but all other members have been very loyal and continue to fund. Karen 
McHugh added that the Forum is sustainable with the current staff model. 
 
Peter Barham reiterated the importance of Forum members commenting on the business plan 
as it is their plan and it is important to have a say and set the direction of the Forum’s work. 
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Beneficial Use of Dredgings in the Solent (BUDS): Phase 2 - Colin Scott, ABPmer 
 
Colin Scott presented the second phase of the BUDS project that is focusing on the 
practicalities of implementing a recharge scheme at the Lymington to Keyhaven marshes. Four 
options were identified and assessed as part of this phase. 
 
The presentation is available on the Forum’s website. 
 
Miriam Parish from Royal Haskoning asked who owns the marsh. Colin replied that the 
ownership is complicated, but the proposals have widespread community support and part of 
the vision for the New Forest National Park is to have saltmarsh in the landscape. 
 
Mike Rainey from the Solent Protection Society commented that the marine licence 
application for dredging at Fawley Waterside made no attempt to identify a beneficial use. 
Colin replied that the concept is currently not advanced enough to provide a realistic 
alternative for current dredging proposals. Work needs to be undertaken to provide realistic 
options for those undertaking dredging but progress is slow, the MMO are currently assessing 
this concept. 
 
Mikel Luijken from Boskalis said that the current mindset is business as usual at Fawley until 
alternative options become available. 
 
David Tressider from Beckett Rankine added that we should be looking wider to bring in 
promoters or a project from elsewhere that need to mitigate. This may enable access to 
funding. 
 
Peter Barham concluded that to maximise the opportunities for undertaking this work we 
need people to work in partnership. 
 
Seas the Day – Jane Cunningham, Manhood Peninsula Partnership 
 
The Sea’s the Day project is promoting the fishing heritage of Selsey by creating a permanent 
record of the fishermen to:  
 

• Publicise the fishery and its long history to demonstrate its importance as a local 
industry. 

• Promote the fishery and local fish as a unique part of the visitor offer on the peninsula 
 
The presentation is available on the Forum’s website along with a link to the project’s YouTube 
video. 
 
Sustainable and Resilient Coastal Cities and research into Hybrid Nature Based 
Solutions - William Coulet, Exo Environmental 
 
This presentation looked at the Sustainable and Resilient Coastal Cities’ SARCC project and 
Exo’s research into Hybrid Nature Based Solution, whereby they improve the surface textures 
of hard engineered structures, including GeoBlock. Hybrid NBS are particularly relevant in high 
energy environments, where conventional NBS are not feasible. 
 
Miriam Parish from Royal Haskoning asked whether the work has linked up with other work 
going on in universities such as Glasgow’s Greening the Grey initiative. William replied that 
they are aware of other ongoing work. 
 
Sue Hawley, from the Isle of Wight Estuaries, asked whether Exo are looking for sites to trial 
their initiatives. William replied yes and please let him know if you would like to trial a product. 
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Mike Rainey, Solent Protection Society, asked what the life span of the GeoBlock will be. 
William replied that they are made from local sediment, so it will depend on the exact material 
used, but they should be as strong as motorway concrete. 
 
The presentation is available on the Forum’s website. 
 
Total Ecosystem Management of the InterTidal Habitat (TEMITH): A project using 
Earth Observation data to monitor priority threats in the intertidal zone of the 
Solent – Shannon White, University of Portsmouth 
 
This presentation looked at how earth observation data can be used to monitor threats in the 
intertidal zone of the Solent using drones and satellites. An evaluation workshop for end users 
of the project, will be held on 27 February 2020. 
 
The presentation is available on the Forum’s website.  
 
William Coulet from EXO Environmental asked about whether the project had assessed the 
effects of drone use on birds, Shannon replied that disturbance is dependent on the type of 
drone used.  
  
Karen McHugh asked whether the project links with the Channel Coastal Observatory, 
Shannon replied that she will be liaising with them in due course.  
  
Hot Topic Presentations 
 

• HPMA Review, Peter Barham - presentation on Forum website. 

• Bird Aware Solent Update, Spenser Dawson - presentation on Forum website. 

• Green Blue Website Relaunch, Phil Horton, RYA - presentation on Forum website. 

• EU LIFE ReMedies Project, Gavin Black, Natural England. 

• Natural Capital and Water Quality, Stephen Watson, University of Portsmouth. 

• Portsmouth University Centre for Blue Governance, Sui Phang, Portsmouth University - 
presentation on Forum website. 

 
 
Chair’s Concluding Remarks 
 
Peter Barham concluded that the meeting covered a lot of ground and that some key themes 
came out of the presentations and questions: 
 

• Stress the local 

• Value of partnerships 

• Use of new technology 

• Heritage 

• Value of academic research 

• Cities of the future 

• Ecosystem management 
 
He thanked the Forum staff for organising the meeting. 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next Forum Members Meeting will take place on 11 March 2020 in Southampton. 
  



4 
 

 

Attendees 
 

Sophie Appleby ABP Southampton 

Colin Scott ABPmer 

Claire Hector Artecology 

Nigel  George Artecology 

Ian  Boyd Artecology 

David  Tresidder Beckett Rankine 

Alan Deeming Bembridge Angling Club 

Spencer Dawson Bird Aware Solent 

Anna Parry Bird Aware Solent 

Charlotte Goswell Bird Aware Solent 

Mikel Luijken Boskalis Westminster  

Lucy Sheffield Eastern Solent Coastal Partnership 

Hilary Crane Eastern Solent Coastal Partnership 

William Coulet Exo Environmental 

David  Rumble Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 

Grace Booth Isle of Wight Council 

Zara McKie Isle of Wight Council 

Cllr John Hobart Isle of Wight Council 

Cllr Paul Fuller Isle of Wight Council 

Sue Hawley Isle of Wight Estuaries 

Louise McCallum Langstone Harbour Board 

Nigel Jardine Langstone Harbour Board 

Jane Cunningham Manhood Peninsula Partnership 

Alex Benfield Marina Projects 

Tom  Pavitt  Marine Management Organisation 

Gavin Black Natural England 

David  Lloyd Natural England 

Alison Fowler River Hamble Harbour Authority  

Miriam Parish Royal HaskoningDHV 

Phil Horton RYA 

Mike Samuelson RYA South 

Tim Ferrero Secrets of the Solent 

Emily Stroud Secrets of the Solent 

Sophie Evingar Secrets of the Solent 

Kate Ansell Solent Forum 

Peter  Barham Solent Forum 

Karen McHugh Solent Forum 

Sarah Fremantle Solent Protection Society 

Michael  Rainey Solent Protection Society 

Patrick Cooper Southern IFCA 

Rob Clarke Southern IFCA 

Shannon White University of Portsmouth 

Stephen Watson University of Portsmouth 

Sui Phang University of Portsmouth 

Nicola Craig Wightlink Ferries 

Tim Adams Yarmouth Harbour Commissioners 

 


